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The first promotion round for Senior Officials 
has been launched on 5th September following the 
Commission Decision establishing the promotion 
principles of 10th May 2007. It concerns those staff 
occupying a basic post of Director or equivalent of 
grade AD14, and those occupying a basic post of 
Director-General or equivalent of grade AD15. Only 
those having completed a minimum of two years in 
the grade will be eligible. Those who have not already 
benefited from a promotion after recruitment are 
required to demonstrate their ability to work in a 
3rd language before the promotion.

The main selection criterion is merit. Other 
subsidiary factors could also be considered, such 
as the seniority within the post and in the grade, 
as well as the length of any potential temporary 
posting at a higher function. 

The exercise will run from September to December, 
with a cut-off date of 31st August 2007 for the 
fulfilment of the eligibility criteria. The decision 
on promotions will be taken by the College after 
consultation of the Consultative Committee on 
Promotion for Senior Officials (CC-PSO). They will 
take effect as of 1st September 2007.

Isabelle Arnal, DG ADMIN+

Senior Promotion

The Luxembourg branch 
of the Central Library 
provides the same services 

as the library in Brussels, but it has 
particular expertise through its 
specialised collections of statistics. 
Its holdings can be searched in the 
ECLAS catalogue:

Who can use the library?  
All Commission staff, temporary 

agents and trainees
Officials of other EU 

institutions 
External researchers needing 

access to EU publications may 
be granted visitor cards by prior 
appointment. External visitors do 
not have borrowing rights.

Services provided by the 
Luxembourg Library:
Loan and photocopy requests can 
be made via the ECLAS catalogue. 
You may also contact:

Joëlle Vanderhaeghen,  
tel. 33657

Isabelle de la Fontaine,  
tel. 34291

Horst Wohlfeil, tel. 33341.

For bibliographical research 
requests, contact:

Pietro Mariucci, tel. 33367
Isabelle de la Fontaine, tel. 34291

Horst Wohlfeil, tel. 33341
Joëlle Vanderhaeghen,  

tel. 33657.
A selection of daily newspapers 
can be consulted in the reading 
room.
The Library staff is also available 
to help you search databases such 
as ECLAS, Eur-Lex, SG Vista. 
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Document delivery requests/ 
Interlibrary loan: for documents 
not held by the network of 
Commission libraries, contact:

Horst Wohlfeil, tel. 33341.

Ordering new publications:  
If you come across a (new) publi-
cation on any aspect of European 
integration, and specifically one 
of a statistical nature which 

•

you cannot find in the library 
catalogue, and which you think 
would be useful for the Central 
library in Luxembourg, please let 
us know. As soon as it arrives, it will 
become available for borrowing.
For information on the services 
provided by the Central Library 
in Brussels, see the supplement 
in Cend 446.

Roberta PERSICHELLI-SCOLA,  DG EAC+

Central Library

Luxembourg branch 

Main reading room. © Horst Wohlfeil

The certification procedure 
allows qualified AST officials 
in grades AST5 and upwards 

to be appointed to a job in the 
Administrators’ function group 
(AD) provided they are selected 
to follow a compulsory training 
programme and pass exams. 

The critical analysis of the two 
first exercises organised by the 
Commission led to the conclusion 
that the selection procedure in 
place was not fully satisfactory, 
neither for the officials concerned, 
nor for the services. The main 
concerns were that almost no 
candidates with non-university 
education level were selected and 
that the procedure was exclusi-
vely based on the mathematical 
allocation of points, with no 
comparative evaluation of the 
competences to become AD. 
After extensive concertations with 
the staff representatives, a new 
selection procedure was designed 

and unanimously agreed. The new 
general implementing provisions 
underwent a first reading by the 
Commission this week. Before the 
final adoption of the Commission 
decision, the Staff Committee and 
the Staff Regulations Committee 
still have to be consulted. Subject 
to the positive reaction of these 
two Committees, the following are 
the main modifications foreseen 
to the implementing provisions. 
On the basis of a ranking combining 
points for merit, recent profes-
sional experience in priority fields 
and education level, a number of 
candidates will be pre-selected 
and their DGs and services will be 
consulted to provide an opinion 
regarding their applications. The 
input of the DGs and services in 
the selection process will help 
to identify the most suitable 
candidates, i.e. those who have 
shown potential and willingness 
to take on greater responsibili-
ties and to broaden their career 

perspectives. To ensure equitable 
treatment of all officials among 
DGs, guidelines will be esta-
blished and the Joint Committee’s 
role will be reinforced. 
The entire ex-B* population, 
including those who do not hold a 
higher education diploma but who 
have demonstrated their potential 
to become Administrators through 
their professional experience with 
the Institutions, will be given a 
chance to attend the compulsory 
training programme organised by 
the inter-institutional European 
Administrative School (EAS) 
– which is already well known 
for its high quality and extensive 
content. 
Subject to the above-mentioned 
consultation and final adoption 
by the Commission, the new 
procedure should be the basis 
on which the next certification 
exercise is launched at the end of 
October 2007. 

Maïa Debusschere, DG ADMIN+

Modification of certification procedure
The new selection procedure is finalised

The Central Library in 
Luxembourg is located in 
the BECH building,  
office A3/21 
(rue Alphonse Weicker 5,  
L-2920 Luxembourg) 
Opening times:  
Monday to Friday  
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, 
please visit the website  
of the Central Library  
in Luxembourg:
 www.cc.cec/librguid/
luxembrg_en.htm

Where can you find us?

 www.cc.cec/eclas  


